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After a week spent in debating the Ccnien-
oial bill, the Senate, yesterday, referred it to

the Committee od Appropriations, having first
refused by a vote of two to one to instruct the
committee to briugio an appropriation of three
million dollars. The committee is known to be

strongly opposed to it, and as the Senate has
retu3ed to instruct it",the bill will, no doubt, be
suffered to rest for this session. The vote was

a great disappointment to the Pennsylvania
Senators and to the large delegation of Pbila-
delphiana.

In the U. S. District Court, at Danville, on

Thursday, the case of J. W. Cole, Postmaster
of Pittsylvania C. H., charged with embezzling
the public funds, was tried and giveu to

the jury who were unable to agree, beiug eight
for conviction and four for acquitting. The
jtary being discharged, the prisoner acknow¬
ledged his guilt and the judge fixed his term

of imprisonment at six months in the county
jail. It is not believed that Cole was morally
guilty of any intention to detraud.

The conscience fund of the Treasury Depart¬
ment was enriched yesterday by the acquisition
of two hundred dollars and three cents, the
first amount coming from an anonymous cor¬

respondent in New York, who had not been
paying proper regard to the Government dues
in the articles of customs, and the last amount
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from a terribly conscicnce-stricken denizen of
Philadelphia, who knew he owed the Govern¬
ment that amount, but didn't know what for.

Mr. VV. F. Taylor, auditor of public accounts

tor Virginia, reports to the General Assembly
that the number of bushels of oysters shipped
from the waters of Virginia from September 1,
1872, to September, 1, 1S73, was as follows :

From the first or Norfolk district, 1,303,907
bushels; from the second or Middle district, 1,-
167,235 bushels; from the third or Eastern
Shore district, 014.442 bushels. Total shipped
for the year, 3.145,644 bushels.

Gov. Kemper in transmitting to the General
Assembly of Virginia the communication
"from the joint committee of the two houses of
the Maryland Legislature in reference to the
Potomac fisheries and the boundary line be¬
tween the Spates of Maryland and Virginia,"
commends the contents of this paper, "trusting
that the action of the General Assembly will
be such as to promote and perpetuate the most

cordial relations between the two States."

Dr. Forbes Winslow, well known as an emi¬
nent English physician, has jast died at the
age of sixty-four. He wa9 best known is this
country by his "Obscure Disease of the Brain,"
a book whose title indicates the direction of its
author's labor. He was a leading authority on

those problems that touch the relations of brain
to rniad.

The news from the seat of the East Indian
famine grows worse and worse. In one village
alone eighteen persons starved to death in four
days. We "do not know how many villages have
not been heard from, nor how many from which
it will be impossible 10 hear. In the meantime
thousands of starving Hindoos apply for work.

Hon. Alex. H. Stephens, who has been con¬

fined to his rooms in the Natioual Hotel for two
or three days past, and had but lately recover¬

ed in measure from what was feared might
prove a serious illness, was yesterday compell¬
ed to take to hid bed, and is quite feeble again.

Rumors from Washington that Senator
Sumner would soon introduce a bill to create a

temporary loan for the purpose of retiring the
outstanding legal tenders above $^56,000,000
caused a sharpe decline in the prices of stocks
at New York yesterday.
The President visited the Capitjl yesterday

aud spent some time in his room in the Seuate
wing. He held quite a long conference with
General Gordon, of Georgia, and other South¬
ern Senators.

The Piedmont Virgiuian says: "The late
heavy snows and genial weather that we have
bad for the past week seems to have put new

life into the growing wheat in this vicinity."
The Speaker of the House of Representa¬

tives yesterday has presented petition of Helen
M.Barnard requesting the impeachment of Jas.
H. Baker, Commissioner of Pensions.

Mrs. General Wade Hampton, of South
Carolina, died on Monday at the residence of
Colonel Thomas L. Preston, in Charlottsville,
Virginia.
Littell'8 Living Age, for this week, oontains

part third of the story, "Far from the xMad-
ding Crowd;" the conclusion of a story by An¬
thony Trollope; a short story by the author of
"Patty" and the usual amount of choice poe¬
try and miscellany.
Baltimore Annual Conference M. E.

Church..In this Conference, in session in
Baltimore, yesterday, H. S. France, W. Mac-
Kendree Hammaok, George E. Dorsey, Sam.
A. Alford, Charles E. Young and Henry C.
Smith were entered into full connection with
the Church and elected deacons of the first

Kev. Dr. T. M. Eddy, Chairman of the
Court of Trial in the case of Rev. Albert Jump,
ofRockville, Md., charged with gross immor¬
ality, reported that by unanimous decision of
the Court of Trial, Albert Jump is adjudged
guilty of the charges against hiui, and there¬
fore expelled from the ministry and member¬
ship of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Rev. Dr. 0. H. Tiffany, Chairman of the
Committee on Church Extension, submitted a

paper making oharges against the way in which
the Board has been managed, and deprecating
its enormous expenditures. i

FROM RICHMOND.

LEGISLATIVE.
Richmond, March 6..In the Senate, to-day,

bills were reported io relation to forfeited aod
delinquent lands; aod amending the law io re¬

lation to the release of t;;xes prior to the year
1SG5.
A bill was introduced to authorize counties,

cities, towns aud townships to eudorse the
bonds ot the Washington, Cincinnati and St.
Louis Railroad Company.
The bill to amend the charter of the city ol

Lynchburg was recommitted, and the bill in¬
creasing the pay of the judges of the Supreme
Court aud providing for the pay of the report¬
er of the Court was rejected.ayes 12, noes IS.

Alter some other unimportant business the
Senate adjourned.

In the House of Delegates a bill was intro¬
duced to amend the act iu relation to the re¬

moval of the recurds of Alexandria county from
the office of the clerk of the County Court to
that of the Corporation Court, the present law
beins: considered defective.
A bill was also introduced to amend the law

iu reference to the duties of overseers of road?.
The Seuate bill to incorporate the bank ol

Potomac and Safe Deposit Company of Alex¬
andria was reported, without amendment.
The juiot resolution directing the President

and Directors of the Atlantic, Mississippi and
Ohio Railroad to commence the work on the
Cumberland Gap extension was reported, with
a substitute embodying General Mahone's
idea of the duty and obligation of his road.
A bill amending the law io reference to kill¬

ing wild fowls aod te prevent the catching of
them in nets or traps, was advanced.
A resolution wa* introduced appointing a joiul

committee to visit certain locations uicntioued
in connection with the site fur the proposed new

lunatic asylum.
Mr. Coghill's substitute for the bill fixing

the rate of interest on money, limiting the same
to six per ct., with forfeiture of excess on com¬

plaint and proof, was ordered to be engrossed.
MISCELLANEOUS.

It is not thought that the bill to allow the
Valley Railroad Compaop.the B. & 0. R.
R..to extend its road from Salem to Bristol,
can pass, although a strenuous effort to that
end will be made in aud out of the Legislature.

It is said that the Committee on Federal re¬
lations of tho House of Delegates are not fa¬
vorably inclined towards Mr. Piatt's (Mr. D.
11. London's) Exchequer bill.
The new bill for the more thorough organiza¬

tion aod discipline of the militia, which, it is
said, will pass the Legi.-lature, will give officers
more power to euforce discipline in their com¬
mands.
There is now a brighter prospect for the pas¬

sage of the bill to lease the peniteutiary.
A number of maimed Confederate soldiers

are calliug at the Treasury for the amounts

recently voted them for artificial limbs.
The speech ot Judge Ould, io the House of

Delegates, to-day, on the interest question, is
pronounced one of the ablest efforts that has
been made on the subject.
A dealer from Rockingham has arrived in

this city with forty Ohio horses for sale.
COURT OF APPEALS.

Io the Court of Appeals, to-day, the cases
of Beckham &c., vs. Botts, &c.; aod Fowle,
Suowden & Co. vs. the A. &. W. It. It. Co.
were continued by consent.
Among the cases to be called next are the

following:.YVilluughby vs. Thomas; Graham
vs. Elzey et als.; Taylor vs. Hutchison, and
Farmers Bank vs. Gunnell's ex'x. The case
of Graham vs. Elzey is-specially set for Tues¬
day.

FOREIGN NEWS.

LONDON, March 6..Parliament met to-day,
at 2 p. in., and proceeded with the formalities
of organization. The oath was administered
to the members of the House of Commons in
groups of forty.
The members of the present and late Gov¬

ernments have received royal command to at¬
tend a State dinuer ou Monday next, at Wind¬
sor castle, where they wili meet the Duke aud
Dutchess of Edinburg.
The 12rh instant, which is appointed for the

public eutry of the duke and his bride into
London, will prob.ibly be observed as a com¬

plete holiday.
Captain Brown, one of the Tichborne claim¬

ant's witnesses, has been remanded for exami¬
nation on the charge of perjury.
The Earl ol CarnaiTon, replying to a depu¬

tation to-day, deprecated the proposed annex¬
ation of the .Fiji Islands.
The remains of Dr. Livingstone will be trans¬

ported from Africa to England at the public
expense.
A diplomatic dispute has arisen between

Turkey and E« gland, in consequence of the ar¬
rest of a British subject by the Turks in Lo-
bejo.
A dispatch f:om Sir Garnett Wolseley, of a

date prior to the taking of Coomassie, declares
that the overtures for peace on the part of the
Ashautees were treacherous and part of a plot
to lead the army to destruction.
Paris, March 6.-lu the Assembly to-day

Christophe, (Radical.) asked why the Govern¬
ment tolerated the Figaro newspaper, which
advised MacMahon to an executive coup d'etat
and treated with so much rigor the Dix Neu-
vieme Siecle for its remarks in regard to the
presideut of the Assembly.
Duke De Broglie replied that the Figaro

supported the Conservative policy and hud
promptly disavowed the objectionable article.

In the vote which followed, the Assembly
supported the Government.388 to 311.
Calcutta, March G.-Accouuts from Siraoot

show that the distress lrom the famine is in¬
creasing. lo Rungpore, where there has been
no actual suffering as yet, the stores of the
poorer people are becoming exhausted, and
starvation is imminent. The relief organiza¬
tion here is working excellently, but it can

hardly meet the immense demands which will
be made.
Constantinople, March 6..An extensive

conflagration has occurred in Salonica. An
immense amount of property was destroyed,
and eleven persons were burned to death
Lisbon, March 6..There is a rumor here

that certain inhabitants of Fayal have address¬
ed a petition to President Grant, praying for
the establishment of a protectorate by the
United States, aud that the President replied
that the era of popular will has replaced the
era of conquest.
Berlin, March 6.The "Bishop of Treves

has been arrested for a violation of the eccles¬
iastical law.

Congress.
In the Senate yesterday the Finance Com¬

mittee reported favorably on Mr. Gordon's biil
declaring the validity of documents signed in
Southern States prior to July 1, 1S05, where
such papers had not been stamped. A bill ap¬
propriating ten thousand dollars for expenses
in conducting the District of Columbia investi¬
gation, was referred to the Committee on Ap¬
propriations. The discussion of the Centennial
Exposition bill was resumed, and a motion in¬
structing the committee to report an appropri¬
ation of three millions of dollars was lost.yeas
17, nays 32. The bill providing for an investi¬
gation into the alcoholic liquor traffic was pass¬ed, with amendments.yeas 26, nays 21. The
Senate soon after adjourned until Monday.

In the House of Representatives a number
of private bills and others of no special interest
were passed. An evening session was held,
which was devoted to debate upon the question
<»f regulating commerce by railroads between
the States.
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*' To show the very age and body of the Times"

The testimony before the Committee of Ways
and Means of the House of Representatives in
regard to the laws upon moieties and seizures
was continued yesterday, many eminent mer¬

chants appearing before the committee. A
deputation from the Baltimore Board of Trade
was amoRg those present.
Houses to let arc visible now in all parts of

New York. From present appearances there
will be no lack of stores in the lower part of
the city lor whoever may want them. Rents,
coo, arc materially below last year's figures, as

a rule. The exceptions are in favorite locali¬
ties below Maiden Lane.
A number of New Orleans capitalists have

just organized a steamship c .mpany under tbe
title of the "'.New Orleans aod Rio Jaueiro
Steamship Company," and a charter is to be
a>ked from the Louisiana Legislaiure. New
Orleans, like Richmond, formerly enjoyed a

lucrative trade with South America.
The Auglican Bishop of Ottawa, Canada,

has formally excommunicated a minister of tbe
church for participating iu the Communist
moveineut.
A bill passed the California Senate yester¬

day authorizing juries iu murder cases to say
in their verdict whether the penalty shall be
death or imprisonment for life.

Fairfax County, Va.
Correspondence of the National Republican. |
Vienna, Va., March 4, 1874. .When real

estate in a country village, within a few years,
ad vane- s from $100 per acre to$I,2UO, it seems
quite superfluous to waste wurds to convince
any one of its growth and prosperity. At this
place, a fow miles abive on the railroad, land
has not advanced in equal ratio, it is true, and
it is somewhat strange that it has not; still, the
village is far from being stationary. Within
the last three years its growth has been palpa¬
ble, and promises to be yet more so. A large
and unusually commodious school-house ar¬

rests the eye on entering the piace, on a com¬

manding site, well luriiished on the ground
floor for educational purposes, with a spacious
hall above, intended lbr religious worship..
And then tbe frame of a Presbyterian Church
has recently been raised, and the edifice, when
completed, bills fair to be a great improvement.
The place will then have abundant accommo
dations for all its religious sects; for there will
then be three audience-rooms for religious aud
other services, whereas two years ago, and fur
many years before, it had but one.
A drive of a few miles brings us to Freedom

hill. Here stands another of those fine school-
houses, recently erected, for which this town¬

ship is noted. Indeed, in point of architectur¬
al taste and finish, this may be called a very
beautiful structure, with its bell-tower and bell,
aud its vestibule and Gothic roof, and its grove
of forest trees in the background. It has but
one room, but that is ample for all educational
aod religious purposes for the neighborhood,
and it is ofteu tilled with Sabbath worshipers.
It is open to«all denominations, but is occupied
chiefly by the Methodists.
A short distance beyond Freedom hill we are

at the intersection of the road to the Chain
bridge with the Alexandria andLeesburg turn¬

pike, eight miles from the bridge aud twelve
from Alexandria. Here was a post office be¬
fore the war known as Peach Grove. On the
left, on an eminence some hundreds of yards
distant, stands before us an extensive blockade,
constructed by the Government agaitist Mosby
near the close of the war.the last of those
structures now remaining; and it embodies a

thousand of the largest oak and chestnut trees
the neighboring forests could supply.
Near the stockade referred to stands a sub

stantial tower some forty feet in height, erect¬
ed a few years since by officers of the coast
survey, from which to take observations. The
site was selected as having the loftiest altitude
between tide-water and the mountains, and is
150 feet higher than the statute of Liberty on

the dome of the Capitol which figure, with
the powerful glass of the coast survey, could
be clearly discovered from the platform of the
tower, aod this platform is nearly 600 feet
above the level of the sea. The view unfolded
from this place is more than a hundred miles
in circuit, embracing the Bull Run mountains
aod all intervening scenes on the west, the
Maryland Heights and the Sugar Loaf on the
north, and the hills which circle the Potomac
on the east, with all the beautiful prairies
which spread themselves out like a panorama
on both sides of the river. On the south, aod
towards Washington and Alexandria, the glass
sweeps but little besides forests.

Real estate at this junction of the turnpike
with the Georgetown road has had rapid ad¬
vancement the last five or six years, if any¬
thing uiay be inferred from the only transac¬
tions which have taken place, although the
timber in the vieinity was badly damaged by
the disastrous coitfi igration which swept
through this region a year ago. The erection
of a church near the Corners, as the most cen¬
tral point of population, is contemplated by the
presiding cider of the Methodist Conference of
this district, although the school-house already
named seems quite sufficient for all present ne¬

cessities of religious worship. But there is no
lack of churches iu this region. Three miles
up the pike there are two; three miles down
the pike, at Fall* Church, theie are more than
twice that number; two miles to the west, at
Vienna, there is one in course of construction
and two halls for worship, as we have seen,
and two miles to the cast, at Lewinsville, there
arc two churches uud a school-house, while at
Langley, just beyond, are two or three more in
existence or contemplation. If church edifices
can make«people good, they ought to be very
good people in this part of Fairfax!
About a mile from Peach Grove Corners, on

the road to hewinsville, we came upon two
structures, the equals of which, it may be safe¬
ly asserted, have not been erected on any farm
in Eastern Virginia since the war. One of
them is a spacious edifice of wood, erected a
few years since for a barn, at a cost, it is said,
of SlUUUO, with every modern and possible
convenience and appliance; the other a stately
mansion of brick, which for architectural ele¬
gance, quality of material, perfection of detail
and commodiou>ness of arrangement when
completed can, it is certain, fiud an equal only
in those unique and magnificent palaces recent¬
ly constructed on Connecticut avenue in the
capital ol the nation.

E'pionion at the Hoonac Tunnel.
North Ada.ns, Mass , March G..A terrible

explosion of giant powder No. 1 occurred at the
west shaft of the Hoosac tunnel at 11 o'clock
this morning. The force of the concussion was
heard and perceptibly felt some distance in the
adjacent country. James Muliony, workman,
in attempting to warn his companions of the
danger, was almost instantly killed; Patrick
Donnelly, while endeavoring to prevent the
catastrophe, received fearful and probably fa¬
tal it-juries; Win. Kichards and others were
more or less brui.-ed.
The building containing the explosives was

shattered to pieces, and even the earth beneath
was torn in an awful manner. A number of
men were thrown down and buried in the ruins.
Considerable damage was done to tne adjacent
buildings.
The causo of the actioo was spontaneous

combustion of the Brown patent exploders,
which communicated to the powder. About
two hundred pounds of powder were thus ex¬
ploded, making two distinct concu.-sions. John
Green was blasting near the building with a
can of about sixty pounds of nitro-glycerine in
his hand, and, being warned by Muliony, he
with great coolnesscarried it to a place ofsafety.

| Foit the Alexandria Gazette.
Banking, National and State.

The following statement has been prepared
for the purpose of calling attention to the great
advantages the people of Vlrgiuia would derive
by conducting thnir banking operations under
the laws of the Siate, rather than by the pres¬
ent National Banking System, and with this
view attention is called to the accompanying
table and the remarks which follow:
FROM REPORTS MADETO THE COMPTROLLER OF THE
CURRENCY OF THE CONDITIONS OK THE VIRGINIA
BANKS, ON THE 12th OP SEPTEMBER, 187:5.

Loan* »t Deposits, Cirenin-
discounts tioii.

Banks. Capital. | Bonds.

1st N.Alox'$ 100,001)i$ 100.00-1
Cit N "

Charl'fille
Nat B'k
Citizen's N
Cliarl'ville.
Planter'* N
Danville....
Nat B'k
Fred'g
1st Nat
Harrison'g.
I-oudnun N
Leesbnrg...
1st Nation!
Lyncb'g....
Lvnchburg
Nat B'k
1st N Nor'k
Ex N "

People's N
Norfolk
Coin'l Nat
Peters'^;....
1st Natioul
Rich'd
Nat B'k Va
Rich'd
Planter's N
Rich'd
Mercht's N
Rich'd
Farmer's S
Salem
1st Nationl
Staunton. .

Nat Val B
Staunton...
Sben'li Val
N B.WintV

125,000

150,000

100,000
100,000

lO0,IKKI

153.000
100,000

150.001

100,000 100,0110

110,000
100,000

200,000
200,000
100,000
200,000
100,000

120,(too

700,000

200,000
300,000
200,000

60,000

100,000
100,000

130,000

110,000

100,0OO

200,000
160,000
136,000
250,000

100,000

120,000
ooo,ooo

200,000
400,000
200,000
50,o0o

102,000

100,000

130,000

? 498.0(37 !$ 559.042 $ 90.00(1
144,744 i:;7,127; K9.UO0

240,112' 137,569 135,000
144,9:15'
217 727

1:14/41

201,040!
127,540:

74,7-0
180,112:

79,49o|
143,940|
77.-.'70!

90,01)0

90,00o
Sy.OOn
97,125
9(i,0o0

179,045
81.032
94,'jso

497,25S 4(l5.S171381,21«' 297.70::!
25S,7«2j ::47,t»4o.
500,549: 7sS,it9rtj l."4,3oo

i
130,743 j 123,9451 90.000

210,340' 147,''>401 108.000

1,320.782 1,002,92:'. j 450,OoO

3S2.412 384,7!I3| iso.Ooo
I

742.22.1 739.S25 270,000
50S.904; 379..'.11 180,000
75,359j C7,49:: 44,585

317,801 214,335 S8,515
837,681! 204,300 89,125
202.40?' 167,781 j U0.500

3,585,000 3,681,000 7,702,81)910,727.108 i2.879.S-i7

From this statement it appears that the Na¬
tional Bauks of Virginia hold, in United Stales
bouds, the sum of $3,081,000 on deposit in the
Treasury at Washington. Deducting $4G(J,000
of this sum, (held as security for government
deposits) leaves $3,221,000, as security for their
circulating notes, and on which they receive
but $2,879,807, being ninety per cent, linking
a difference of §322,100 00
Add to this the premium on these
bonds; say fifteen per cent on

$3,221,000, 4*3,150 00
To this add the reserve required

to be held, under the National
Banking laws, on issues and de¬
posits; say on issues $2,87'J 807,
deposits$0,727,108, making the
sum of $9,000,975 at fifteen per

cent, 1,441 040 00

The total being, $2,240,290 00
Which, under the State Banking System,

would be returned to the banks as capital, but
is now locked upon under the Naiioual Bunk¬
ing System.

In addition to this saving of the money capi¬
tal of the State, there would be a saving of
$28,798.00 per annum, being a tax of one per
cent now paid to the government on circula¬
tion.

This sum of $2,240,290 would gradually come
back by the retiriug by the government of the
notes of the banks, the withdrawal and sale of
the bonds, and the amount now locked up as a
reserve being do longer required.
From this exhibit it would seem clear that

to the people of Virginia the National Bank¬
ing System is onerous and burdensome, and
that it would be much better for the govern¬
ment to issue the entire circulating medium of
the country rather than as uow required by the
laws of the United States.

In his report to Congress of December 1,
1S73, the Comptroller of the Currency says
that the profits of a bank in the South and
West, on bonds, is a little over one per cent.

Prince William County Items.. |From
the Manassas Gazette.|.At a meeting of the
Trustees of the County Schoul Board, held iu
Brentsville oo Monday, the following preamble
and resolution were adopted : Whereas it ap¬
pears George (J. Round, esq , the delegate
from this county, has presented a bill in the
Legislature, having for its olj- ct the election
of the School Trustees by the people, and
whereas such legislation would at the present
time be, in the opinion of this B ard, destruc¬
tive to public school interests, and this Board,
actuated by a regard for the welfare of this
county aud the causs of education, and unin¬
fluenced by auy formal confederation, protest¬
ing against such action as it conceives such to
be their duty, is ready at any time to relin¬
quish its power, so soon as other suitabie and
more efficient officers may be selected. Be it
therefore resolved that the course Df Geo. C.
Hound, esq., in presenting the above bill and
urging its pas-age is in direct opposition to the
views of the School Trustees of this county.
The March term of the County Court met

on Monday, and was very well attended by
persons from different par's of the county.
The sale of the plate and jewelry of the late
Mrs. F. B. Gibson attracted a large crowd of
persons, aud the bidding was lively. lo
In the case of J. C. Brauough against Craven
J. King, for unlawful detaiuer, the jury failed
to agree, standing nine for plaintiff aod three
for defendeDt; so the case was continued. Fer¬
dinand A. Weedon was appointed and qualified
as coustable to fill avacaucy in Manassas Town¬
ship. Mrs. Mary Newman qualified as execu¬
trix of Levi 11. Newman, deceased; bond
$2,000. The court ordered that the road com¬
missioners of Brentsville and Coles Townships
examine the bridge across Cedar Run aud re¬

port what repairs are needed.
The bondsmen for the County Treasurer,

and each of the township collectors, went bo-
fore Judge Nicol on Friday last and concented
to remain on the bonds of the above nam<d
offices for the time extended by act of the Leg¬
islature.
The Manassas Lodge of Good Templars,

which had suspended its meetings for more
than a year, has now assumed active operations,
and has initiated nine new members in the
last week.
The Temperance Excitment..Telegraph¬

ic dispatches show that the women's war against
intemperance is still being waged in the West¬
ern country, and is cropping out in other por¬
tions of the land to such an extent that the li¬
quor dealers will soon be in a state of siege
everywhere. The desired object these praying
bands have in view.namely, the closing up of
drinking places.will not be a permanent suc¬

cess, anymore than is the enforcement of the
Sunday liquor law in our own and other cities.
The ladies will succeed, and already have suc¬

ceeded in many instances, in inducing some
dealers to discontinue the sale of intoxicating
drinks, but unless they can unceasingly pray
and remain at the objective places at ail times
they might as well give up the effort. The
United States Senate yesterday passed a bill to

provide for the appointmen of a commission to

investigate the alcoholic liquor traffic. Should
this bill become a law a full and complete report
of the doings of King Alcohol iu ail its various

phases may be expected, as the act provide s

tor a searching investigation into the matter in
connection with pauperism,* crime, social vice,
the public health, and general welfare of the
people.. Washington Chronicle.
An Offer..The Salem Register says: We

have been requested to say that Joe Chapman
will give one acre of ground and the water pow¬
er to any person or persons who wi:l erect a pa¬
per mill upon it, The location is in sight of
Salem, on the Roanoke river. This is some¬

thing that is needed in Southwestern Virginia
and an establishment of this kind would pay
handsomely.

Louisiana.
New Orleans, March 0..The Times has

the fallowing regarding the last hours of the
Legislature:
The closing scenes of the session were mark¬

ed by tumultuous excitement, which, openingvigorously early in the evening, grew in force
as the hour of adjournment approached, and
culminated in a bewildering finale of uproarand confusion. In the House, from the hour
of opening the eveningsessicu, woikwas lively.Never hy any chance were there less than
twenty members speakiug at once, and not
more than one in twenty pretended to remain
in his scat. They roamed through the hall, at
times shouting to gain the atteution of the
Speaker, and others rising to the point of order
or to make a motion.
The Evening Picayune editorially says it is

the concurrent declaration of the leading and
honest members of the Legislature which ter¬
minated its career last night at 12 o'clock that
the appropriation bill, under which all the dis¬
bursements of the State must be made, was
never passed, was uever submitted by the
Speaker, nor voted on hy the members The
reporters el' the pre.-s, officers of the House.
in fact, every trustworthy witness, bears the
same testimony. When it was repeatedly sug¬
gested that the bill had not beeu voted on, the
reply of members was, "'Oh, it don't make any
difference; we will have it entered in the j-mr
nai. That will do as well." There wore many
other bills in the same predicament, which
were never submitted to the House, but which
it is pioposed to have entered in the journal
and pruclaimed as laws.

Columbia, Fairfax and Primce William
Railroad.. The following are extracts from
an aet approved February 11, 1S74, incorpor¬
ating the Columbia, Fairfax and Prince Wil¬
liam Railroad Company:

Section 1 provides that the aforesaid com¬
pany may construct u railroad from a certain
point on the Po'ouiac river at or uear the Long
bridge, or at any other point as far north as
the Chain biidge, or upon any railroad leading
to the District of Columbia, and to connect
with the W. C., V. M. & G. S. R. R. at or
near Gainesville, in Prince William, by way of
Fairfax Court House.

Section 2 names the commissioners, a major
ity of whom may appoint agents to open bonks
and receive subscriptions either iu or out of
this State.

Section A The capital stoek of said com¬

pany shall not be less ihau $50,000 nor more
than $1,500,000. to be divided into shares of
£100 each. Whenever §50,000 shall be sub¬
scribed, and two per centum upon the same
shail be paid, the incorporation wiil be com¬

plete.
S e'ioo 4 empowers the company, by and

with the consent of t.iie stuckhulders in gene¬
ral meeting assembled, to borrow money at
lawful interest, to issue certificates, and to
mortgage the property of said company for
the payment ol the same, with interest thereon.

Section 5 makes it lawful to receive not ex¬

ceeding 50,000 acres of laud in payment of sub¬
scriptions of stock, but not to be held as such
ovor ten years.

Sectiiu 0 gives the right to make convenient
connections with any other road, or roads, now
or hereafter to be constructed in this State,
kc.

Section 7. The construction of said C., F.
& P. W. R. R. shall be commenced within
three years, and shall be completed withiu six
years from the passage of said act, &e.

Sections. 'Ibis aet shall be in force from
its pa-sage.
Fairfax County Items.-(From the Fair¬

fax News.).Eight marriage licenses (0 white
and 2 colored) were hsued out of, 24 deeds. 2
certificates of estrays. 1 will and I homestead
exemption w*re recorded in, and 2 administra¬
tions were granted in the county court of of this
county during the month of February.

Capt. Aimont Barnes recently sold his farm
near Vienna, containing thirty five acres, to Dr.
Salter, of Washington. D. C. Mr. G. M.
Striker also sold his farm, containing one hun¬
dred and twenty-five acres, to Mr. Pleachy, of
New Jersey.
W. W. Kers-'-y, from Indiana, who was here

some time ago and purchased land on the turn¬
pike some miles west of this village, has arrived
and is temporarily occupying Mr. Ostrander's
house below the village.

E. O. Powell, rsq., residing some three or
four miles from the Court II mse, is lyiug very
low, from au attack of chronic dyspepsia, aud is
not expected to live.
The Presbyterians are budding a fine church

at Vienna, which, it is expected, will be ready
fur diviBo service therein by the first of May.

Quite a number of land hunters have recently
appeared at Vicuna and iu that vicinity iu quest
of lands for farming purposes.

Vienna has been surveyed and laid off into
lots, with a view to improvement aud an in¬
crease of population.
"Danburies."."What is the host rccipe

for uose bleed ?" J. X. Hit it against bome-

thing.
It is said this will be a tough spring. We

must have a tough spring once in a while or
we wou'd ruu short of a cei tain grade of spring
chickens.
There are various kinds of industries which

instinctively commend themselves to the public
approval. One of them is selling needle-books
in smoking cars.
The only merit possessed by some contribu¬

tions we receive is 'hat they were never before
in print. The merit is so slight that we never
have the heart to rob them of it.

It. is mortally aggravating to a boy with a
hard snow ball in his hand to chase another
boy a mile for the purpose of hilling him, aud
then to .miss him about eight feet.
A little boy in a Xel-on street family caught

his foot in some worsted with which hi.- sister
was Working the sentence, "(iod is L ive," in
perforated card boaid, and got a crack on the
ear that will lay him up for a fortnight, il it does
not injure him for life.
A fight among several boysoo'Nelson street,

Sunday afternoon, was broken up by the po¬
lice, who succeeded in securing but one of the
party, lie being engaged in holding the li
brary books and testaments of the combatants,
did not succeed in getting away.

Rev. M. T. McCormiek, of St. John's mis¬
sion, Petersburg, has written a letter to Bishop
Johns, announcing his withdrawal from the
ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Chuich,
for doctrinal reasons.

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad are

making preparations to run a train of Pullman
palace cars through from Baltimore to the
White Sulphur Spriogs during the approaching
springs season. They will use the Chesapeake
and Ohio road from Staunton.

We return our thanks to the Winchester
News for its recent kind and complimentary
notice of the Alexandria Gazette.

[Communicated.
Fire Companies..We hope the City Coun¬

cil, at its next meeting, Will not only pass au

appropriation for tbe purchase of hose for the
hand-engines, but assume the purchase of the
old Relief Engine House for the use of the
Hook and Ladder Company. The hand-en-
gines and the Hook and Ladder Company can
be made invaluable adjuncts to the fire depart¬
ment, aud Council should not hesitate to make
them comfortable and efficient in every particu¬
lar. S.

jgTANDAKD FERTILIZER^-
J. J. Turner & Go's. Excelsior and Amrno-

niated Super Phosphate, lor sale at manufac¬
turers' prices by
mh 7 K. M. LAWSON.

Tlie l'ioueer Millx.
Tu the editor of the Alexandria Gazette :

Through your paper I would like to call the
attention of the people of Alexandria just now,
when there seems to bo a disposition on tbe part
of its citizens 'o aw-ik*»ri some of thj latent eser-

giesofthe anc.ent city, to whst at present, is
not crediuble to the community; need I say the
Pioneer Mill.
Would it not b.i w »1 to attempt to get it in

operation again? It would certainly increase
the business of the place as much as any invest¬
ment of the s:;mo amount of capital in anything
else. Could not a stock company bo formed and
enough stock subscribe! and paid for too to buy
or lease it and work it? The B.-tnking Associa¬
tions, B.iilding Aisoci.i i >iu and other corporate
enterpri-es seem to in-jut with s »me suc;os3.

But it may be ?aid .his h is pr>yod a failure
when run b tfore; it was difficult to ^et enough
wheat for tho larg j capacity of tho mill. Then
it was practically impossible to ship wh ia. from
toe great grain-prodacing regions of the north¬
west. .Now tlie routes via B. & 0. K. R., with
its n« w Pittsburg atid Washington short line,
Pennsylvania wi h its tracks connected through
tlie city of Baltimore, an ) Virginia Midland and
Baltimore and Ohio and Chesapeake and Ohio;
either one of thf-se systoma would probably sup-
p'y any amount of Western wheat should tho
Virginia supply not prove ad 4 late to the de¬
mand. and the competition for so large a busi¬
ness would probably give as reasonable a taritf'
as would be warranted by Alexandria's felici-
tous geographical position, being the nearest
port of all the Atlantic citias to the granary of
the west

Besides tho growth of the cities of'Washington
and B dtimore would supply an increasing home
market for the flour, and the rapidly reviving
coin Jierce of the Chesapeake would seem to in¬
dicate that it would not bo entirely impractica¬
ble to ship largely to foreign countries.
In case tho stoc* should not be taken to a

large enough exte t by individuals, the banks
and manufacturing establishments and the rail¬
roads, all of which the working of the Mill
would help, might bu asked to subscribe.
Alexandria, March 0. "Lb'*."

A CARD.
A chargo reflecting no honor, and oU'ensive to

mc,l have recently many times heard and which
by this mode I propose to meet It is said that
I borrowed from Mr. K. H. Janney and his car-

couple the idea embodied in my invention.
1 desire to say that my invention precedes

my acquaintance with that gentleman or a sight
of his coupling. A further evidence of my nun-
indebtedness to him appears in a critical exami¬
nation of th.» two inventions. They ar« dissimi¬
lar in capability and construction.

1 have given much time to it3 improvement,
and after many experiments I now be'iev-it
will meet all the require 111 >nts of the most« x-

actii g railroad men in a fair trial.
As an automatic coupling,combining strength

with simp! city und neatness of construction, 1
am willing to test it on any road, agreoing to
forfe:t the claim to my patent if* it does not in
the trial prove itself the embodiment of as many
excellencies as any other invention vet patenteJ
in this country. J* OIX MILLS.

LIST OF LETTERS
Remaining in the Alexandria, Va., Postotliee
March 7, 1873.

Persons calling for letters will say tlioy are ad¬
vertised and give the date of the list.

If not called for within thirty days, they will be
sent to the dead letter ofllce, in Washington,

Beach, Mrs Mary ;Leeman, Bridget
Burke, John T, col ILeauvis, Rebecca
Brown, Be:ij i Lucas, Nace
Brown, Miss Rosey Lou'S, Alice
Broner, Miss Emily Lawrence, B J
Cox, John Pendleton, Arthur
Coleman, Mrs Kitty,col Randall, Miss Agnes, 2
Champ. Mrs Willie Reintzel, Mrs Martha J
Cuitin, Christopher .Simpson, Miss Ho t 1
Clea, Miss Keaby LStalts, Miss Tannie
Dunkins, .Miss Annie | Tieobs, Miss M K
Famber, Miss Annio L Thomas. Miss Birte
Hutherson, James Vass, Alexander
Jon -6, Mrs Eliza Vernon, Alexander
James. Miss Annie j White, Miss Ruth
Jackson, Henry |Wiant, Mrs Mary
Jackson, Alfred Whitby, Lawyer
Johnson, John H Young, Mrs Hester Ann
,J<.hnson, Cough
mh 7.It R. BELL, Jr., Asst. P. M.

<JOMML n: Itc1A JL..

Alexandria Makkkt, March 7..Wheat is

steady a'v yesterday's quotations; offerings «1
801 bushels, with sales of r-.-d at 125 for a dam¬
aged lot, 145, 155 and 158 for ordinary to fair,
and 170 and 172 for strictly prime. Corn is ac¬

tive at an advance of laic on yosterday's quota¬
tions; oflerings of 200.) bu-hcls, with sales of
white at 72, mixed at 6'.) and 70, and yellow at

70. Lignt offerings of Oats, with sale> at 57 and
08. Mill feed brought $1 per cwt.

xl:PORT O^.ALtiXA-N DRIA, MARCH 7, 187-1
SUN KOSJS^,.. MOON KI^ICS 1" 18
SUN SKT3;. *;», 5.0i) !

AR'i'VKlJ.
Steamer Charlotte Vandorbilt, Baltimore, to

Houe «& Johnston. Shy reports a U S muti-ol-
war oil* Raggt-d Point, two three-masters otf
Mathias' Point and two coa.»ter» (one suppostid
to b»; tf: «i Enoch Mooro, 01' Now York,) oil' In-
dian Ilea], a!! b).ind up
Steamer Lady of the Lako, Norfolk, to F A

Reed.
sxrr.KD.

Steamer Pilot B »y, Currio nan, with supplies
for the railroad Hands at Leonardtown, by F A
Reed
.Steamer Goorge li Stout, Philadelphia, by F

A Kecd.
Schr Penn-y'vunian, Philadelphia, by WA

Sni' ot.
MKMORANDA

Schr K K B-ib'joek, hence, at Wilmington :{.!.
6chr.jL.iiaA Dccker, hence, at Providence 4lu.
fc'ch" C Hall, li-nee, at Norfolk 5th.

iMAHUlED.
On the 2d of March. 1 <574, by Rev. B P. Du-

lin, Mr. HENRY W. REEVES and -Mi.<s
MILDRED D. PETTY, all of Prince William.

DIKU.
At Ravenswood, King Geoigo county, Va.,<>fi

the 20th of December last, Airs. LUCY' A.^il-
TON BERRY, widow of the late John Berry,
e^q., of that county. She was a most estimable
lady.

Potomac Pearl Hominy Milis.
(;KOKCiK It. HILL A < <>.,

ALEXANDRIA, VA.

PEARL HOMINY AND BREAKFAST
HuMiNY, IN BBLS., BOXES,

CASES, &c., &c.

HIGH GRADE FAMILY CORN MEAL
jar: 14.tf

GROUND PLASTER.
BLUE WINDSOR P L A S T E K ,

(finely ground,)
always on hand at my Mill, on Princess street,
near Washington and Ohio Railroad depot-
Tho?e wanting a good article of GROUND
PLASTER should call on or address letter to

jan l'J-eo4m C. F. LEE, Jr., Ale*a., Va.

MB. BUCK'S FINE GKAPE WINES-
. Catawba, Concord and lve's.in lar^e

b ttles at 50c each ; also Pure Grape Brandy, i"
b oz. buttles, at 5oc each. Tnesn Wines
Brandi.s are made on Mr. Buck's Vineyard?,
near Front R.yal, Va., and on account of their
known pur ty are particularly recommended f«*r
the use of invalids.

l'cb 7 JANN EY A O,


